COUNCIL OF EUROPE
COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS
________
Resolution CM/Res(2013)66
confirming the establishment of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes (EPA)

(adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 18 December 2013
at the 1187bis meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

 

The representatives on the Committee of Ministers of Andorra, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Cyprus, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Monaco, Montenegro, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain and Switzerland,

Having regard to the success of the Council of Europe Cultural Routes programme, based on Resolutions CM/Res(2010)52 and CM/Res(2010)53 on the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe, which have become essential tools for raising awareness of the shared European heritage as a cornerstone of European citizenship, a means of improving the quality of life and a source of social, economic and cultural development;

Underlining the importance of Cultural Routes as tangible illustrations, through European trans-border itineraries, of the pluralism and diversity of European culture based on shared values, and as means for intercultural dialogue and understanding;

Noting with satisfaction that 26 cultural routes are now certified as Council of Europe Cultural Routes and that the activities of the networks which implement these routes are constantly growing, spanning across most of continental Europe and beyond. Noting that Cultural Routes now carry out hundreds of cultural events, educational exchanges and tours each year, involving hundreds of thousands of people, hundreds of organisations and local communities;

Recognising that in order to achieve maximum outreach and impact the existing Cultural Routes, as well as the many others in the making, require increased professional assistance and support;

Underlining the essential contribution of the European Institute of Cultural Routes based in Luxembourg in compiling and diffusing information and dealing with increased demand for technical assistance for the setting up of Cultural Routes, and thanking the Government of Luxembourg for its continuous and generous support to the Institute over many years;

Taking note of the commitment of the Luxembourg Government to continue to provide an annual voluntary contribution to cover the operational costs of the European Cultural Routes Institute in order to enable it to fulfill the tasks given to it by the EPA and of the Supplementary Agreement to the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe concluded between the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Council of Europe signed on 28 November 2011 by Council of Europe Secretary General Thørbjorn Jagland and the Deputy Prime Minister of Luxembourg, Minister for Foreign Affairs Jean Asselborn, concerning the EPA;

Noting with satisfaction the solid partnership which has been established between the Council of Europe and the European Union in the field of Cultural Routes and cultural tourism, and supporting the continuous reinforcement of this partnership in the future, including the accession of the European Union to the EPA as soon as possible;

Acknowledging the decisive political support of the European Parliament in the establishment of the EPA;

Also noting with satisfaction the new activities which have been initiated with other international organisations such as the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (WTO), the OECD and UNESCO in this field, and encouraging the further development of these partnerships;

Acknowledging the importance of Cultural Routes in relation to cross-border cultural co-operation and the development of sustainable cultural tourism which it builds upon local knowledge, skills and heritage assets, promoting Europe – including lesser-known regions – as a destination offering a unique cultural experience;

Considering that the EPA provides an adequate operational tool to support the development and promotion of existing and new Cultural Routes;

Having regard to Resolution CM/Res(2010)53 establishing an Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes for an initial period of three years;

In the light of Resolution CM/Res(2013)67 revising the rules for the award of the “Cultural Route of the Council of Europe” certification;

Considering Statutory Resolution Res(93)28 on partial and enlarged agreements adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 14 May 1993 at its 92nd Session;

Having regard to Resolution Res(96)36 establishing the criteria for Partial and Enlarged Agreements of the Council of Europe, adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 17 October 1996 at the 575th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies as amended by Resolution CM/Res(2010)2, adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 5 May 2010 at the 1084th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies,

Resolve as follows:

1. The Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes (EPA) is hereby confirmed, to be managed in accordance with the provisions contained in the statute appended to this resolution.

2. The European Cultural Routes Institute will continue to operate with the financial support of the Luxembourg Government under the auspices of the EPA and help to carry out its programme of activities on the basis of the agreement between the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and the Luxembourg authorities of 27 November 2011 as well as an operational agreement between the President of the European Cultural Routes Institute and the Executive Secretary of the EPA.

3. Express the wish that all Council of Europe member States and other States Party to the European Cultural Convention will become members of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes (EPA) in the near future.

